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The Star's bid to erect a high-rise tower in Pyrmont has been dealt another blow
after an architectural expert found the design "sticks out" as "a single oppressive
element" on the skyline.
The Independent Planning Commission is determining the Star's controversial
application to build a 237-metre luxury hotel and residential building, which
opponents argue is too tall and out of character for the area.

An artist's impression of The Star's proposed 237-metre tower at Pyrmont. NSW PLANNING

The commission enlisted Yvonne von Hartel, a Melbourne architect of more than
50 years' experience to review an earlier assessment prepared by former
government architect Peter Webber.
But to the detriment of the Star's hopes of gaining approval, Ms von Hartel's
assessment was even more negative than Mr Webber's.
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"The built form of the proposed development is challenging to the eye and the
mind; a tower that tapers inwards at its base is contrary to common sense; the eye
expects a thickening at the base not a constriction," she found.
"The tower itself is not sleek - rather it is a combination of cylindrical and part
cylindrical forms
which start and stop apparently randomly."
The planning department recommended the rejection of the $500 million
proposal in July, citing "unacceptable visual impacts due to its scale" and poor
design.
In her review, published on Friday, Ms von Hartel agreed with that assessment
and said the "loss of sky view" was one of "the most signiﬁcant losses due to the
proposed development".
"In the view from Balls Head Reserve, the cluster of buildings at North Sydney
form part of the ground mass, whereas the single tower at Pyrmont ‘sticks out’ as
a single oppressive element and divides the sky area into two parts - east and west
of the tower," she found.
She noted that Professor Webber said the tower would adversely impact views
from Central Barangaroo and Pyrmont Bridge, but said he "could have added
further to this list" to include Observatory Hill, Cockle Bay and Glebe Foreshore
Park.
"However he notes, successfully in my view, that the fact that there are a ‘large
majority of other viewpoints’ where ‘it is considered that the tower would be
unduly prominent, unrelated to its context and unacceptable’ mean that the
adverse effect of the visual impact of the proposed development is unacceptable."
But Ms von Hartel said it was "stretching the idea" to suggest the proposed tower
would draw attention to the attached casino, as Professor Webber had implied.
"If the development proceeds, the impact of the height and singularity and form
of the tower will be the landmarks that are noticeable and memorable," she noted.
"Height, as it will be so much taller than any currently permissible development
in the future and the singularity of a tower in Pyrmont and its disturbing built
form will mark it as an intrusive object on the skyline."
Earlier this month, The Star said it would be willing to reduce the tower's height
to 213 metres "if the IPC considered that the overshadowing of Union Square was
unacceptable".
The public has until Friday, September 27, to comment on Ms von Hartel's review.
A decision on the project is expected in coming weeks.
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